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church service, images of gods, etc. There, also, may be
found wonderful illuminators and copyists, and men able
to do any kind of work, tailoring, printing, sculpturing,
and doctoring.
It is not too much to say that more than half of the
time of nearly every man in the country is spent away
from his home, and this renders the custom of one woman
marrying several brothers less objectionable than it would
be in a richer country where the conditions of life are
different. Polyandry is perhaps the most striking antith-
esis between the pastoral and the agricultural Tibetans.
Chinese authors have ascribed its origin to the superior
physical and mental faculties of the women, an explana-
tion which would hardly meet with the approval of anthro-
pologists, however correct may be the premises from
which they start.
From what natives have told me and from my personal
observations, which show that polyandry exists only in
agricultural districts, I am able to offer a plausible and
probably accurate explanation of the prevalence of this
curious custom.   The tillable lands are of small extent
and are all under cultivation, so it is extremely difficult
for any one to add to his fields, which as a general rule
produce only enough to support one small family. If at the
death of the head of the family the property was divided
among the sons, there would not be enough to supply
the wants of all of them if each had a wife and family.
Moreover, the paternal abode would not accommodate
them.   The secular experience of the whole human race
showing that several families cannot live in peace and
concord under the same roof, the only solution of the
problem in this case was for the sons of a family to take
one wife among them, by which means their ancestral